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The Honorable Kathy Hochul 

Governor of New York State 

NYS State Capitol Building 

Albany, NY 12224 

 

Dr. Mary T. Bassett 

Commissioner, NYS Department of Health 

Corning Tower, Empire State Plaza, 

Albany, NY 12237 

 

Dear Governor Hochul and Dr. Bassett:  
 

First and foremost, we extend our deep appreciation to both you and your staff for your continuing efforts in 

ensuring the safe operation of schools throughout the pandemic. As you know, our Catholic schools have 

provided safe, in-person instruction throughout the current and previous school years due to our faithful 

compliance with the state’s COVID protocols. Not to comply with these protocols would violate our solemn 

responsibility of keeping students, staff, and visitors safe. It is important to note however that the ability of the 

school community to have successfully avoided in-school transmission of the virus is due to the fact that there 

have been uniform standards issued by the state developed by public health experts.  
 

 

Like you, we are happy to see the increasing number of vaccinated individuals as well as the downward trending 

infection rate, both of which, if they continue, will permit the relaxing of COVID restrictions such as the state-

wide mask mandate still in effect for schools. We recognize however, that as state-imposed restrictions are lifted, 

there will be a tendency to leave it up to individual school administrators to make critically important 

assessments on how to maintain the safe operation of their respective schools – but we reiterate what you’ve 

heard before: school administrators are not public health experts. Without clear, consistent, and easy-to-

understand metrics developed by public health experts, we risk endangering the health of our respective school 

communities. Those metrics must enable school administrators to make decisions based on the varied situations 

within schools, i.e., quality of ventilation / air purification, enrollment density, class configurations, busing, 

meals, athletic and social events, etc.  
 

Equally important is the need to ensure uniform availability of critical resources to all schools, most notably 

COVID testing kits. While we appreciate your administration’s effort to include nonpublic schools in the initial 

distribution of test kits for use after the recent holiday break, in most cases, those kits have been exhausted and 

have yet to be replaced. Public-schools, on the other hand, appear to have benefited from an on-going 

distribution of kits resulting in a surplus within the public school system. Without additional test kits for our 

schools, we will be unable to fully implement your plan to have everyone tested after next week’s break.  
 

Thank you again for all you do in helping us keep our commitment to the families we serve. 

 

Thomas Chadzutko     Sister Ellen Rose Coughlin,  

Diocese of Brooklyn     Diocese of Ogdensburg 
 

William Crist      Michael Deegan 

Diocese of Syracuse     Archdiocese of New York 
 

Karen Milton      James Tauzel 

Diocese of Rockville Centre    Diocese of Rochester 
 

Timothy Uhl      Giovanni Virgiglio  
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